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we cannot ‘assume that our work will have any -
direct effect on the dlsmaymg changes in climate,

‘ -The ozone holé i is growmg, but so is ASLE. While

. poilution, and the lives of wild creatures, it is encouragmg
.- tosee interest in ecological literary study bubbling up in
*other countries, ahd to noté 1nterest1ng developments mn

such study in the United: States. Such growth and focus
'On environmental issues in the humanities promise toeven- .’
- tually help change attitudes: worldw1de about the relation
- of humans to the whole community of life on the planet:
' Through the first weekend in July a lively group of
" ecocritics debated the i jssues in Bath, ‘England, at a con-

- ference on Culture and Environmentalism organized by

- ASLE members Richard Kerridge and Greg Garrard, Most

_‘pamelpants were from Bntam but a good number came

“from a wide range of other European countries and as far -
away as Australia, as well as the US. The consistent hlgh'

‘quality of papers was extremely 1mpress1ve as were the

* hospitality of the host commiittee and the smooth organi-
" -zation of the meeting. Clearly. we have no premium on
' soph1st1cated challengmg ecocntrcal work on the Amen—

' can ASLE scene.

In my presentatlon at the Bath meenng 1 talked about '

3 trends in ecocriticism at the m1llenmum and! mentloned
two critiques of deep ecology which I believe to provide

- useful challenges to our work on literanire and environ- '

~ ment. These are Timothy Luke’s Ecocritique: Contesting i
the Politics of Nature, Economy, and Culture (Minnesota .
1997y and Peter Van Wyck’s Primitives in the Wilderness: -

" Deep Ecology and the Missing Human Subject (SUNY
1997). Postmadern theory of the kind they apply should
' help ‘ecocritics to guard against potential narrowness of
vision, to develop- self-ctritical acknowledgment of privi-

~ lege where it exists; and to avoid the kinds. of dangerous '
‘nostalgia that can creep into our thrnlong unawares, wil-
" -liam Grassie said in & recent issue of Terra Nova that in
. our brave new world, “our descnpuons of nature exphc—'-'. '

_itly and implicitly evolve into prescriptions for human
thought and behavior. .
wild card in the epic of evolution. Metaphysrcs becomes
politics by other means.” "1 think we need to remember

that the same. thlng ‘holds for hterature and hterary criti-

 cism.

“tal activist, pres1dent of International PEN, and cou--

.. Human creativity is'a Lamarkian = rageous journalist who spoke to the Environment

ber at:our Executwe Council meeting. -

' At the end of the Bath conference BI‘ItlSh ASLE

members met to discuss the formatton of a UK ‘branch

of the orgamzatlon " The consensus was. that toc much

was uncertam to immediately create a formal indepen-
_dent structure, and that for the présent an informal Brit- -

. ’ish group would operate with a steermg committee but .
) keep membership and dues with the parent ASLE orga- ~
nization. - With a newsletter and UK. symposia as pilot
. “projects, members ‘will evaluate how feasible an inde-"

pendent ASLE UK would be, The informal erganization o

witl prov1de networking and information about ecocritical

* scholarship and teaching in the UK, as well'as offenng L
'venues for direct scholarly -€xchange..

- The third blenmal ASLE conference: tmll be held at

'Western Michigan University in Kalamazoo, Mlchlgan '
- from June 3-6, 1999. This conference will mark six
years-of ASLE’s full- fledged ex1stence as an organiza-.
- tion and. promises to open major new perspeetwes on - -
_environmental justice issues as well as questions of how -

- we live in and understand environments heavily marked N
by huinan activity. Host organizer Tom Bailey and ASLE -

© Vice President Walter Isle are doing a superb job.of pre-
- paring for the meeting and lining up major plenary speak-

ers for the conference Do put Kalamazoo on your cal- o
* endars and plan to subm1t yo'ur workr [See the call for
“papers on page six). '_
- . Freasurer Allison Wallace has estabhshed a sohd fi- .
-nancial foundatlon for ASLE, so that for the first time in

the’ orgamzatron s history, we have more than sufficient
funds for our normal activities and a small reserve tucked

- away for future needs. The work of tracking member—' .
- ships, dues, and mailing lists, to say nothing of managmg'

the budget and arranging for printing ‘brochures, is really

the central work that keeps ASLE allve Alhson deserves S

all our gratitude. : .
In the past | few weeks a grave threat has arisen for

»
o

Homero Aridjis,. the prolific Mexican poet, environmen- _

and Cominunity conference last February in
Reno and was made an honored ASLE mem- _

connnued on page 3 3. ;
e
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stay together
learn the ﬂawers :
go hght
—Gary Snyder .

»

* PHOTOAND ART CREDITS

Special thanks to Len ‘Scijg'aj of Virginia Polytechhical State U:nive'rsity ]
for providing the photos on pages 12 and 13 frem the Bath conference -

* The “unidentified moth,” above, the chamcleons {p. 5), the hornets"
(p. 9-11), the otter eatmg an umdennfied fish (p. 13), amd the racoons

and elephants (p, 14), all come from Anintals: 1419 Copyright Free
Hliustrations of Mammals, Birds, Fish; Im‘ects, etc. Seiected by -Jim

Harter. Mmcola NY: Dover, 1979
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} 'V.Dear Pre51dent Zedﬂlo

continued from page 1

When he talked with us at the Executive Council meetlng,"
he mentioned death threas that have come his way, but -
recently the ‘New York Times, and then the Washmgton.
Post reported that the threats have. increased alarmingly

" inaclimate of dangerous intimidation punctuated by mur-

- ders of prominent journalists.. After consulting with ASLE
officers and the Executive Committee by email, [ sent a_
letter.to President Ernesto Zedillo of Mexico urging him’

" to take all necessary measures to protect Mr. Aridjis (see . -

_below). Because he is one of our members, this seemed
~ alegitimate action. The klﬁd of work we care about may
~ not always be popular or easy, but Homero Aridjis offers
an example of courage and dedtcatlon that ASLE should :
*"be proud to be associated with, ‘

‘On a milder political front, we mlght return to ASLE.

value tbey place on;ASLE’s'werk Please don’t delay—
take five minutes to vote and pop your ballot into an.enve-

‘tope for speedy mailing!

- Remember that ASLE will field two- panels at this
December s San Francisco MLA, and will also.be spon-

soring panels next sprmg at the ALA meetmg Ifyouplan
“to attend etther meetmg, you won't. want {0 mlss these
ﬁpresentattons RN
¢ As this is my final Newsletrer commumque as ASLE .
pres1dent I would like to say thanks to the Executive Coun-

cil for all their work and Wtsdorn behind the scenes, and

to the whole membership for important teaching and think-
. ing and writing toward a new look at life on earth through
Tliterature. Let’s hope the coming years see as much en-
: o'uragiilg change ae.the paét deeade'in this work..

elections, for which you will notice a colored ballot inside

this Newsletter . 'We have assembled an impressive group.

of c¢andidates for Vice President and Executive Council,

all of whom lead busy lives in our profession. “Their will-
ingness to take up addmonal respons1b111t1es mdlcates the'

Towards an ecologmally enhghtened m111emuum

-VMolly Westlmg, Umverszty of Oregon

ASLE Premdent

4 September 1998

: VGfﬁce of the Pre81dent -

11850 Memeo DE. ..

On behalf of The Asso _atmn or the Study o
“ture and En\rtronment Tam wrltmg to express our deep
gﬁ;.eoncern over the death threats received by - novelist and
3 :_poet Homero Andjts and reported in T}ﬁe New York T'm

.....

'ﬁ_ .relationshxp between human bemgs a.nd the natural

An :Open Letter to the ':Pre5|dent of_,MeXICO

from Estoma, Costa Rica,’ Nigerta., V1etnam ‘Syria, and.
Nepal, to England and Ge:many We view with alarm

Ve have more than 1,000 members in. countnes rangmg;

1 __h__a_rassment of any “writer, but espec1a11y one like
mero And]ts who speaks 50. eloquently on the need to
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ASLE News
' olly Westhng and I have been developmg the
- Mfine list of candidates you will see elsewhere
, in the newsletter and we are very gratefuI to
those willing to commit themselves and their time to ASLE
for the coming years. Your part1c1pat10n is also impor-
tant, and should certainly be expressed by yeur votes,
but Molly and 1 welcome any and all suggesnons for
"strengthemng our organization. - :
Thave also been working with Tom Bmley on prepa—
rations for our Biennial Conference o be held at Western.
- Michigan University in Kalamazoo, Michigan on June 2-
6,1999. The general theme will be: “What Ta Make of a
Diminished Thing,” and we will have speakers such as
John Elder, Stephanie Mills, Pattiann Rogers, and Scott
Russell Sanders, and perhaps Wendell Berry and Gary
Snyder, plus some local writers and envnonmentahsts
_from Michigan and the mxdwest You will receive a for- .
mal call for papers very soon, if you haven t already got-
ten it by the time this newsletter reaches you. In the

ASLE MLA CaL For PAPERS

_ 'As ‘an Afﬁhate Orgamzanon of the MILA, 'ASLE wﬂl host'
- |two sesswns at the 1999 MLA Convennon m Chicago L

o Sessmn i' “W rltmg the NaturewWe See.
Travel Tourlsm and Exploratlon ertmg”

Papers may addxess ea:ly : contemperary exploranon nar—:' |
- rath:s aspects .of tourism, natlonal -parks, tradluons of ;‘

‘| and v1tae 10: Bonney MacDonsId, han‘ Department "'f:-
| English; UmonCollege ‘Sche: Y -
macdonab@union.edy

meannme I welcome proposals from all of you for ple-

‘nary sessions, panels, and papers on such topics as envi-

ronmental restoration, ruined landscapes, urban nature,
environment and community, environmental justice, stew-

-ardship and of course all the many other concerns of lit-

erature’ and environment. So please send me a 1-2 page -
proposal The deadline will be January 15, 1999, but of -
course the sooner you get materials to me the easier it will
be to start work on a program which will reflect the con- 7
cerns of all of us. My address-is: Walter Isle, ASLE 1999,

- English and Environmental Programs MS 30, Rice Uni- .-
"-versny 6100 South Main, Houston, Texas, 77005. Iwould . -

also _be happy to hear from you by e-mail .
(wwwle@nce edu) or. fax (713 285 5991) or. phone S

. (713)737 5606

Walter Isle, Rice Umvers:ty

,Vlce PreSLdent of ASLE

RICK Bass’s FIBER TO Herp
ENDANGERED YAAK VALLEY

1 e are pleased to armounce that the University -
e ‘of Georgia Press has recently published Fiber,

: - the thirteenth book by acclaimed Montana na-
tare writer R1ck Bass A long-nme supporter of ASLEand

_a member of our Adwsory Board since. the inception of
. the organization in 1992, Bass was a featured’ speaker at”

the 1997 ASLE conference in M1ss0u1a, where he offered

" asuperb arid moving. readlng of Fiber to a large audlence
. of enthusiastic ASLE members. - '

Fiber is a four- -part narrative that combines ﬁctlon

" and nonfiction, autoblography and literary natural history,
. celebration and loss, personal storytelling and political ap-
- -peal, in unusual and provocative ways. Beautifully illus-
trated by Elizabeth Hughes Bass and written in graceful -
~ prose that is startling and often gripping in its direct con- -

frontanon of and appeal to- the reader, this story-length’
book engages a number of i important themes, issues, and'
problems now current in both literary and envnonmental-
ist discourse. Centrally concerned with the relat1onsh1p..

“between art and activism, Fiber is a sensitive study of the
. vital but often problematic ways in: which a literary art
1 - which has traditionally been devoted to the pastoral ceI—'
1 ebration of nature must now be applied in service of pro- -

tectmg wild places. Rass’ ] handhng of this issue is unique
in that he honestly explores the dilemma of the artist (es-
pema]ly the literary naturahst) at century’s end: how can

the writer 11ve a life of poenc celebration amidst the ram- o
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pant degradation of the natural envuonments upon Wthh,

~ human health, inspiration, and"art depend?

Fiber is driven forward by a series of fascinating nar- _
. rative personae—the “taker” geologist, the “giver” artist,

. the “fighter” activist, and the wonderful “log fairy”—each
‘of whom appedrs to offer one p0551b1e response to the
- series of questions: raised by the story. In the fourth and

final part of Fiber, Bass shifts from the fictional approach

of the first three parts of the book to the surprismg decla-
* ration that “[t]here is, of course, no-story.” The tone of
this fourth section; then, contrasts starkly with the earlier.
parts of the book, suddenly’ stripping away fiction to re--
* .~ veal the anger and dlsappomtment of a'person whose pas-
© slon to write nnaginanve hterature has been overwhelmed -
by his even more desperate passion to save the endan-

" gered wilderness of the Yaak, his home valley in Montana §

northern Rockies. The story concludes with a forceful, |
- direct appeal 10 the reader, as if to. suggest that only writ-
‘ers and readers working together can save the namral wo;ld
_upon which art nltimately depends. 7
Bass's reading at the ASLE conference in Montana
" ended with a similarly direct appeal to his andience. At that

time Bass asked that ASLE members join him in trying to
save.the last roadless areas of the Yaak Valley. There are

sevefal ways in which concerned members can help. One . ;
is to write letters on behaif of the Yaak, and/or to support .- |

the organizations working to protect the remaining roadless

areas of the Valley. More information abouit letter writing
. and organizational efforts may be found in “What You Can -
* Do,” an appendix that appears at ‘the back of Fiber. ASLE
_members may also support Bass and the Yaak by support- L

ing Fiber, since a portion of the royaltles from the regular

" edition of the book are being donated to Round River Con-
- servation Studiesto help fund’ their efforts in the Valley. :
- And, by spemal arrangement, the Unwersny of Georgia'
Préss has also published a hand-numbered, limited edition”
ooof Fiber, signed by Rick. and. Ehzabeth Hughes Bass. Be-

cause Bass wiil donate all authors proceeds from the sale
of this. collector s edition to Round Rivers conservation.

" work 1 in the Yaak, the purchase of the limited edition of
Fiber is an immediate way for ASLE members to support '
“efforts to protect the last remaining roadless areas of the
- beautiful, biodlverse and crmcally endangered Yaak Val-

tey.

books@ugapress uga.edu. Fiber, by Rick Bass.

“ Illustrations by Elizabeth Hughes Bass.

Regular edition; cloth, $15. 95 (ISBN 0- 8203-2063- 3)

" Limited edmon cloth $1OO 00 (ISBN 0-8203-2086- 2)

“To order F iber,’ call rhe University of. Georgia Press. ‘
order line at 1-800- BOOK UGA (266-5842),.0r emad at

Patierson; and.Scou Slovi
1998 $30.00clth (0-89301
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B 'CONFERENCES AND GATHE'RINGS |

T October 30, 1998. Temtorlal Inscnptlons Mappmg,
' ‘Space,. and: Language Tufts University’s 10*" annual
~ graduate student confererice offers muludlscxphnary ex-

' ploratlons of the interplay of language and space, espe-
cially as this relates to the formation and representation of
physical landscapes, -social subjects, and institutional

- structures.Info: Scott Speirs, sspeirs @emeérald.tufts. edu,’

or Kellic WIXSOIl kwur.son@ emerald tufts.edu. -

' lNovember 5-8 1998 Desert Wnters Workshop Offered '

by the Canyonlands Field Institute, this workshop exam-
 ines the connection between natural and huméan commu-
nities of the Colorado Plateay. Faculty: Ann Zwinger, Alisorr
Hawthorne Deming, and Louis Owens:Info: Canyonlands
Field Institute, Box 68 Moab,UT,84532;800-860-5262;

canyonlandsﬁeldmst org.
_Februar}" 18-20, 1999, Women‘Poets of the Romantic

Period. Univ. of Colorado, Boulder. The conference will
offer the unusual opportunity to discuss texts in work-

shops which will draw from the “Women Poets of the

Romantic Period” collection at CU Boulder. Quenes to:

" WPRP Conférence Committee, Dept of English, Campus

: Box 226 Umv of Colorado, Boulder CO, 80309 0226

February 26 28 1999, Wludbey Island Writers’ Confer—

ence, Langley, WA. Sponsored by the Whidbey Island,,_‘
_Writers Association. Presenters include Pattiann Rogers, -
Susan R. Sloan, Debbie Macomber, Susan Zwinger, Tim

" McNulty.’ Informatmn Whidbey Island Writers’ Confer-

' ence, 5456 Pleasant View Land, Freeland, WA 98249 3

© 303-331-2739; wmters@wh1dbey com. .

' _ Apnl 14-18,1999. Envuonmental Hlstory Across Bound-
~aries. The American Somety for Envnonmental History
will host its 1999 biennial meeting in Tucson Atizona.
Presentations will examine many aspects of human inter-
action with the physical environment. The program ¢om-
mittee hopes to. showcase presentations. that draw com-

' parisons across time, space, and dlsc1plmes Informa-.

~ tion: Edmund Russell eprSd@wrgnna edu..

"Apnl 19-22, 1999, In Situ.and On-Site Bioremediation

Symposium. This fifth international symposium, spon- _

sored by Battelle, will meet in San Diego. The focus of
the meeting will be on the use of biological processes to

“remediate soil and greundwater contamination and 1ndus— -

trial waste. Inquiries: Carol Young, b_msymp_@battelle org,

‘October 20-24, 1999, Planning has begun for the 1999 '
- Cather Symposium on Mesa Verde, to be held in Mesa

Verde, in Colorado. The program will focus on Cather’s

- Southwest. A formal call for papers will be available in the

winter, Information: John Swift, Dept. of English and Com-

_ parative Literary Studies, Oecuiental College Los Ange- '

Ies CA 90041 SWift_]@OXY edu

November 13-14, 1998. The Center for Big Bend Stud-
ies, 5% Annual Conference. Information: Kelly Garcia,
_ Center for Big Bend Studles Box C-71, Alpme TX, 79832; .

kgarma@ sulross.edu.:

Apn] 9- 11 1999, Theonzmg Time and Space at the End

- of the Millennium. The 1999 Georgia Conference, spon- -
email: cﬁmfo@canyonlandsﬁeldmst org or webs1te www .

sored by the Dept of Geography at the Univ. of Georgia.

: Info ‘Andrew Herod, aherod @arches.uga.edu; Paul
Plummer, pplummer @uga. edu or Melzssa Wr1ght -

mww @arches uga edu

February 25-27 1999 Amencan Cultural Stud1es Theory, :
V'Practlce and Pedagogy. University: of Tulsa: The focus ‘

between the theory and practice of American cultural analy-

'r's1s Info: Anne Stavney, Conference Coordinator, Faculty -

of English, Univ. of Tulsa, 600 South College Ave., Tulsa

. OK, 74104 3189 amcultst@utulsa edo. o

CALLS FOR PAPERS |
November 1, 1998 Landscapes of Memory Ora.l His-

tory and the Environment. Proposals are invited for this
. 1nterd1s01pl1nary international cénference on the relatlon- -
ships between memory and place and the contested mean=
ings of diverse human and physical landscapes. Proposed-
themes include: memory and place; protest; green lifestyles:
heritage-and tradition; oral history and development. Pre-
sentations may bein the formofa conference paper, poster
display, or multimedia presentation. Send two copies of
one-page proposa]s including name, address phone and -
fax, email, title and format of presentation, relevant con-

ference theme/s, and a brief summary. of the proposed
presentation to: Steve Hussey, Hlstory Department, Essex

- University, Colchester,CO4 3SQ, England, -before Nov
—l 1998 Inqu1r1es husss@essex acu.k. —

' November 16 1998 ‘The Southwest/Texas Popular Cul- -
ture Assoc1at10n and Amencan Calture Association seek .

proposals for sessions, including one on the Kansas Re-

s g1on for their 1999 reg1onal meeting in Albuquerque NM
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from February 24-27, 1999. Suggested topics inclide:
““Kansas in literature of fitm; Kansas in journalism or popu-
- lar culture; Kansas-focused creative writing; and Kansas

- history. For a full listing of proposed conference themes, -
- visit http [Iwww2.okstate.edu/swpcal. Inqumes and ab- -
" stracts to: Philip Heldrich, Division of English-Box 4019, '
Emporia';. KS, 66801-5087;

. Emporia State Univ.,
heldrlcp @empona edu.

'December 1 1998 There s No Place lee Home Pubhc '
" and Private Life in America’s Places. Sponsored by the

Society for the Preservation of New England Anuqumes
- and Boston University’s American and New England Stud-

ies Program, this interdisciplinary- graduate student con- -

ference will provide a forum for analyzing notions of the

publi¢ and private, and discussing how they differ from

one region to another.. We encourage submissions from
-, graduate students who are interested in the relationship
- between personal, famiily, and domestic life and the devel-

~ opment of the public sphere. One—page “abstracts (for 25-.

~-minute presentations) and a one-page ¢.v. to: SPNEA-BU

. Graduate Student Conference Coordinator, American Stud-
ies Program, Boston Univ., 226 Bay State Road, Boston, -

MA, 02215; 617-353- 9916 fax 617 353 2556
' a.mnesgsc@bu edu

ASLE members can e- e-inail Adam Sweenng for more in-_
formation regardlng how ASLE mright participate in the 7
conference sweeting @bu.edu. co ] ;

January 23 1999 Crosslng Borders/Crossmg Centu- )

ries: The Canadian Association for American Studies and -
-the American Studles Association invite proposals for pa-
. pers and sessions fora joint meeting to be held in Montreal
~ from Octbber 28-31, 1999. Complete conference infor-
‘mation at: http://www.caas. uwindsor.ca; or contact Bruce

Tucker, Department of History, Philosophy, and Political

' Scrence University of WIndsor Wll'ldSOl' ON, N9B 3P4 .
=tuckerl @ wmdsor ca. .

March 12 1999 The Kent Insntute for Advanced Srud— o

ies in Humanities will host its meeting, Bordermg Europe,
from September 20-24, 1999 at the University of Kent at
Canterbury. The conference will investigate European

* culture and its establishment of borders, matérial and con--

ceptual,. inside and- outside itself. Suggested topics: per-

sonal and cultural identity and its relation to space, place,

geography ‘Abstracts of papers, suggestlons for panels,
themes or topics to: Thomas Docherty, Kent Institute for .

- Advanced Studies in Humanities, Univ. of Kent at Canter-.

" bury,

_ ‘ o 'T Docherty@ukc ac uk
December 15 1998 Wntmg the Iourney A Conference :

on American, British, and Anglophone Travel Writers and .

Kent

Canterbury, CT2 INX, England; o

PUBLISHING OPPORTUNITIES

‘Wmtmg, will be held June 10-13,1999, at the University .

~of Pennsylvania. Proposed themes: teaching travel litera- ~
" ture; travel and national identity; travel writing and con-- -
©cepts of time; gender and travel; ethnicity and travel; class -

and travel; travel and ‘historical periods. Abstracts: 500

~ words, for a 20-minute talk.

- glish Dept., 1 19 Benneit Hall, Univ. of Pennsylvania, Phﬂa—
“delphia, PA, 19104 despey@enghsh upenn. edu.

. ,January 4 1999 Erasures Evas1ons and Absences

. Contestations. for Control of the Public Record, Past and -
" Present. The New England American Studies Associa- -
- tion will sponsor its- Spring, 1999, conference at Suffo]k'

University in Boston, MA, from May 15-16, 1999. The .

. conference will focus on the creation of- the pubhc record

inparticular, on the struggles of interested parnes ‘to shape -

public memory and the use of distortion and omission to
do so. The theme of the conference is broad and there is

plenty -of room for ASLE parnclpatlon 'I_‘oplc_s focusing

‘o national parks, wilderness areas, and the language of
.environmental debates are particularly relevant. Propos-

als of 250 ‘words and a one-page c.v. to: Nicholas.

Bromwell, NEASA President, English Department, Bartlett
Ha]l, Umv of Massachusetts Amherst MA 01002

i Include name, affiliation,
“address, email, and phone number to: David Espey, En- '

No,vember 1, 1998. Manuscnpts invited for a travel an- . .

thology with an ecological focus: Adventures in Green
Travel: Essays in Ecotourism. Green travel (ecotounsrn)
is essentially low-impact travel in Third World countries
or other fragile pIaces this collection of essays will focus

~on envirenmentally-sensitive travel around the globe by . -
featuring literary non-fiction essays that revedl the author’s -
,understa.ndmg of the effects ‘of tourism. on the env:ron-_ .
ment and/or cultiure: Essays may also focus on adventure -
travel. Send manuscripts by November 1 or inquiries to:

Andrea Herrmann, Dept. of Rhetoric-and Writing, Univ.

- of Arkansas at Little Rock, L}ttle Rock, Ar 72207 1801 -
't_awherrrnann@ua]r edu h

November 15 1998 Western Amerzcan therature secks

submissions to’ a special issue on hterary representations
- of the ways laws and treaties Have defined conceptions of

ownership and citizenship in the West, particularly as they

" have defined racial or.ethnic “space.”. For further infor- .

rmation, check the WAL website: www.usu. edu/~westlit.

,Subnutz copies of essays to: Western Ameérican thera— C

ture, Utah State Univ.,-3200 Old Main Hill, Logan, UT

'84322 3200. Inqumes wal@cc.usu.edu.
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 November 30, 1998 Women s Studies Quarterly invites

submlssmns for a special issue devoted to women and the,
: env1ronrnent Articles, syllabi, pedagogical essays, b1b11~
" ographies, biographies, fiction, poetry, and black—and—whlte
art are welcome. - Suggested areas of focus include femi-

nist analysis of environmental issues; collective and indi- -

vidual work by women on environmental problems and
solutions; reports. of personal stories; conference and or-
“ganizational reports. Mss. primarily focused on issues
pertinent to the U.S. should be directed to: Diane Hope,

Rochester Institute of Technology, College of L1hera.l Arts,
92 Lomb Memorial Drive, Rochester, NY, 14623, Mss..

international in scope to; Vandana Shiva, Director, Research
Foundation for Science, “Technology, and Ecology, A 60
hauz khas, New Delhi, 110 016, Ind1a Inqumes Dlane
Hope dshgpt@nt edu. -

e

' February 1, 1999 Crmcal Survey, ‘a Brltrsh Joumal of -
- lhiterary studies that addresses ‘issues of critical practice -

and hterary theory, seeks essays for a specml issue on the

literature of the American South, to be titled “South wa.
" New Place.”
cmlly interested in such topics as the South’s place in Eu:
ropean studies or in the American consciousness, new
theories of southern regionalism or southern literature, and' e

The topic is open, but the editors. are espe-

new perspect:ves on place in southern literature. Send

double-spaced essays of 5,000-7,000 words by February ‘

1 to: Suzanne Jones, Guest Editor, Dept of Engllsh Unw
of chhmond Rlchmond VA, 23173.° :

: Open Call The Arkansas Rev:ew (formerly Lhe Kansas

Quarterly) recently became a regional-studies journal, fo- .

cusing on the seven-state Mississippi River Delta. Intes-
disciplinary in-scope, the journal invites submissions in all
the humanities and social sciences, including anthropo}—
ogy, folklore studies, h1story, literature, etc. Creative
material also welcome; Send to: Editor, Arkansas Rewew,

PO Box 1890 Dept. of English and Philosophy, Arkansas
State Uruv State University, AR, 72467, delta@toltec
astate. edu ‘http: //www cIt astate edu/arkrev1ew

' Open Call The New Revtew an annual hterary maga- -
zine, invites poetry or short prose pieces with a focus on.
nature and environmental themes. For information con- ‘-

. tact: Danigl White, Ed., The New Review, BO.Box 100548

'Florence SC, 29501-0548 whlted@al ﬂo tec. sc us.” :

Awards and Fellowshlps

. January 15 1999 The Wﬂha.m P Clements Center for
* Southwest Studies, at the Department of Histery at South-
. em Methodist Univ. in Dallas, invites applications for three. | -

fellowshlps the Clements Research Fellowshlp in South-

west Studies; the Carl B. and Florence E. King Research -~ -
Fellowship; and the Summerﬁe]d Roberts Research Fel-
lowship. - Info at: www.smu. edu/~swcenter/ or contact -
‘David J.. Weber, Dir., Clements Ceniter for Southwest Stud-
“ies, Dept. of Hlstory, Southern Methodlst Univ,, Dallas,

TX 75275 0176. - ' : :

-March 1, 1999. "The Frank Waters Foundation of Taos
“and the Martin Foundation for the Creative Arts of San
Francisco and Taos are proud to announce the 4* Frank .
" Waters Southwest Writing Award, to be granted to three -
~ writers of new book-length non-fiction with a focus on
“Stewardship of the Land.” They wish to grant tecogni- ©
_tion to foni-fiction prose wnters interested in the environ-
ment and living in the southwestern states. March 1- post- .

mark deadhne For more mformauon call 505-776- 2356

T he Noﬁh Amer;can :
. Interdxsczplmm‘y Canference on -
8 Euvzronment and Comm ‘mty

) .-ernment ofﬁeals. and recreatmna] w11demess users We'; £

g and abroad as we]l

:‘tmle) suggestaons for‘roundtable discusswns workshops ;e
and tradtional paper: panels Inquiries ‘and: submissions |
by December 15 1998 to: Mlkel Vause Honors (SOI} 626-"| .

,Psychoi— 2

':tures and netnral resources. art, hterature and commumty. :
-.fbmldmg, sense of placelnme urbzm nature Deep Ecol- : 1;

""*f’-cALL FOR: PAPERS'?“’ -

“hope to mclude per’ucrpan from across the Umted States -l '

P
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ASLE ELECTIONS. CANDIDATES STATEMENTS

Vlce Presrdent

o SueEl]en Campbell Colorado State Umverszty

f course I would be pleased and honored to serve as

: ASLE ] vrce—presrdent and later presrdent Tknow
Tmin abundant company in havmg found in my connec- ‘

tions with ASLE all kinds of reward_s—— intellectnal strmu—
lation, the sense of a potential and sometimiés actual audi-

~ ence of folks with overlapping passions and committnents :
i encouragement ‘to make my work count, some warm
. fnendshlps—and so while I usually avoid committees and
_* administrative work whenever’ possrble I"d welcome the -
. chance. to contribute my energy to this organization. A
quick bit of background: degrees from Rice and UVA,

teaching jobs at 5 universities (2 1-year stints; 1 overseas
exchange), currently Colorado State U; dissertation and

"1 book about the horrible Wyndham Lewis, subsequent
academic work on various ecocritical topics-and a book

of personal nature writing; teach courses on nature writ-

-ing & environmental literature, literary theory, 20 cen- .

tury ﬁCthl’l and other miscellaneous topics. What I'd
like to see ALSE do? Keep the good stuff—stay collegial,

supportive, and unstuffy, keep hiking—but also keep try-

ing to make otr work. stronger more dlummatmg, more

_moving, more rigorous, use as many tools as we can get

our hands on, cast a wide intellectual nef, break even’ mpfe
boundaries between genres and dlSClp]lneS and kinds of

_writing and. thmkmg, cultivate all our potential ecologlcal :

connections to other bodies of knowledge and experience,

-put all our best faculties to work in the service of things -

that we beheve matter.

David Robirisbn, Orégon State Uni#értsty

am honored tobe norrunated for Vice President of ASLE o

and will gladly join in the effort to make sure onr
association continues its important work, No scholarly

: orgamzatlon that 1 know of has so quickly risen to promi-

nence, in large part because our members understand that
our students and colleagues and the larger public, need to
hear the environmental message of many of our most im-.

e portant writers. 1 believe that ASLE has a crucial educa-
tional mission. It enables us to work together to publi--
cize, analyze and criticize the major works of environ- -

mental literature and phllosophy, and make environmental
questions a central part of the humanities curriculum.

'ASLE has from the _begmmng been active in promoting -

-the exchange of ideas on teachmg methods and matenais

in the area of literature and environment, and this has been '
one of its basic strengths as a professional organization.
That work must.continue, both in our publications, bien-

- 1_ma1 and spec1al conferences, and in the rmportant ses-
. sions we' sponsor at the American Literature Association
. and Modern Language Assoc1at10_n_ meetings. These same

venues must continue to make possible the evolving criti-

~cal discourse on literature and-the environment, and pro- -
_mote the very healthy exchange between literary critics

and creative writers that has been a special part of ASLE’s
identity. ASLE should also take every opportunity to pro-

‘mote teachmg and research in the broader field of envi-

ronmental’ studles where Imks between the humamoes

* and the sciences can be made: ASLE's presence and grow-

ing influence in the humanities can help to guarantee that - -
-younger teachers and scholars engaged in environmental
‘work receive the recognition due them wrthm the Iarger
fields of Enghsh ‘history and philosophy.

- T teach American Literature and Amerlean Studles at’

_Oregon State University, and have. done. most of my re- N

search -on. Emerson Fuller, Thoreau, and the Transcen-
dentalist movement. I've taught'a number of courses on

. modern environmental writers such as Snyder, Oliver, and

Berry. Since 19881 have written the chapter on “Emerson,

"Thoreau, Fuller and Transcendentalism” for Amer:ca_n

Literary Scholarship, and have directed a number of NEH
Summer Seminars for Teachers on the Transcendentalist

~ movement. T am cutrently servm gas Presrdent of the Ralph .

Wa.ldo Emerson Socrety

Executlve Councﬂ
Karla Armbruster, Webster State Umvers:ty

\ m_ce Jmnmg ASLE as a graduate student in 1993, 1
have enthusiastically participated in ASLE activities:
ranging from conferences to the e-mail discussion group.
Throughout the last three years of teaching in temporary

"positions at Mlchlgan State.and the Umversny of Colo- -
‘rado, I have been eagerly awaiting the time when I would

feel able to contribute in: an even more substantive way.
Now that [ am beginning a more stable position as assis-
tant professor in. the Department of English at Webster

. University in St. Louis, I am very pleased to be able to run

for ASLE’s Executive Council. :
" In addition to having worked" as a science wnter I
have a background in American literature and culture and

in the teachmg of wntmg My specific teaching and re-
contmued on page 10
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10

- ASLE News

'Tom '.B'ai'ley, Westérﬁ .Michigan' Univéfsitjr__ g

continued from page 97

" search interests 1nclude envxronmental advocacy, .

ecofeminism, women's nature writing, and bioregionalism.

pest Williams, Ursula Le Guin, Dlan Fossey, and television
nature documentaries. One of my priorities as an ecocritic

has been to promote my field, which I have done by work- -
ing ecocrmeal issues into most of my courses, demgmng‘ :
several courses on spec1ﬁc topics such as w11derness and

the concepts.of bome and commumty, and initiating “green”

Wallace and I are at work on an edited collection of es-
says, Beyond Nature Writing, which is intended to em-
phasize the power and range of ecocntimsm by featuring

- ecocritical readings of authors hot usually considered na- -
~ ture writers; such as Samuel Johnson VlrglmaWoolf and
. Toni Morrison. : :
- If elected to Executive COlll'lcll I w111 brmg a comd
: mltment to increasing awareness of ecocriticism out51de
the field, I will- also emphas1ze ‘the need to encourage._
more ecocritical attenfion to texts from dlverse racial, class,’
and national perspectives a.nd to encourage scholars, teach~ -
ers, and artists from more diverse backgrounds to join
our field. I am very committed to malntalmng ASLE’s.

wonderful sense of collegiality, cooperation, and mcluswlty
(including its openness to pedagogy and creative work as
well as ‘to criticism)—all of whlch‘ encourage a

* sustainability and interconnectedness that'is profoundly
ecological. Finally, I hope to help ASLE negotiate be-.
‘tween the fequirements of its academic and professional
nature and the desire to-address activist and polltlcal 18-
o sues demonstrated by 50 many of 1ts members -

am exc1ted about the p0551b111ty of servmg ASLE asa

}oard member. As host and ‘one of the- ‘organizers of
- our 1999 Conference, L have worked closely with the Board By
forthe past few years, and would be quite happy to-make'-

formal my relationship to a group of people I both like and

who have devoted time to oversecing its- growth and de-

‘ velopment I would be flattered to join them. My profes-

sional interest in nature writin g is broad; I am presently at
work not only on the literature of the georgic, but on the

* poetry of Pattiann Rogers'and RObert Frost. T have pub--
lished on Frost, McPhee, and other writers, and am work-

ing on a series of nature essays, which concern my native
landscape, Northwest Missouri, and my adopted 1and-
scape, the Ompompanoosuc River Valley in Orange

~County,"Vermont. I earn my keep by being Umvereu;y

Susan_._Rosowskl, Umvers:ty of Nebms' 0

Ombudsman at Western Michigan Univefsity, but am teach- -

. ding two courses in nature writing this year, and am thor-
My academic pubhcatmns include essays on Terry Tem- _

oughly enjoying the return to the classroom. . I consider
myself to be'an environmental activist, and am presently-
deeply involved With a group in South Strafford, Vermont,
which is working to clean up the environmental damages "
left behind by a copper mine which opened in 1773, and .
which supphed the colonies ‘with almost.all their copper. . -

Envu-onmental damage is notanew phenomenon ‘amelio- -
rating such-damage, however, requires new conscious:

ness and new modes of human behavior, Whether or not

‘1 am a successful candidate for this Board position, I'look: -~

forward to greeting each and every one of you to Kalamazoo
next June. See the CFP m another sectlon of this news--
letter. :

Because I'look to ASLE as prov1d1ng a model foren (
tering the new millenium, I take heart by its dramatic
growth and vitality since some fifty of us gathered to-

‘gether af the’ Western L1terature Association’s meeting in - B

Reno on October: 9, 1992, “to found a new scholarly or- '
ganization in the spmt of rebellion and commumty
Classes and c_onference_s, books, essays, and- bibliogra-
phies Sponsored or otherwise encouraged by ASLE pro-

vide one measure -of ways in which ASLE is providing - :
' leadershlp in artlculatmg envu'onmental issues and'in tak-

ing action based on those issues. Another measure is the
" spirit of cooperanon that charactenzes ASLE: its interdis-
c1p11nary inclusiveness, for example and its‘commitment. . '

to gT_aduate student participation, as well as the charaeter
that it demonstrates. I'm thinking of the courage to take

" ‘stands and the’ humility that comes from knowing that o

one exists in relationships of mterdependence A
~ Thave taught and written on issues of environmental

imagination for over _two decades,- w1tb a focus on

ecocriticism in recent years. My monograph, The Place

- of Literature and fhe Cultural Phenomenon of Willa

Cather, was pubhshed this year by University of Nebraska, -

.an-exténsion of an argument in “Willa Cather’$ Ecologyof -
Place” (WAL 1995); my book, Birthing a Nation: Gender,
'Crearzwty, and the S:gnzﬁcance of the West in American = .
Literature, scheduled for publication in the fall, 1999, of- . -

fers'an ecoc ritical epic tradition as an alternativé to the
legacy of conquest that Limerick and others have recog-

nized, At present, I'm teachmg the first graduate seminar

on hterature and environment at the University of Nebraska
and, s program director, planning an international semi-
nar on Willa Cather and the Envuonmental Imagmauon o -

: be held in 2000 in Nebraska.
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-Adam Sweeti"n'g, Bostan Uniﬁersity-

ellowship Annou fr_-_mc_:e m'e nt

ar an assistant professor of humanities at Boston Tni
versny, where I teach mterdtselphnary courses in litera-
ture, filnd, and art. I am currently writing a book-length
cultural history of Indian Summer in American letters,
 focusing ptimarily on Emily Dickinson and Henry Thoreau.
The in_terdisciplinary scope of my teaching and writing
enables me to draw. on the wide variety ‘of scholarship
produced by ASLE members. welcome the opportunity ]
to build on this brief but already r1ch trad1t10n of ASLE Foundanon Humamues Pellowsmp Program o “Ecologi- |
echolarshlp S : - -ca} Conversatlons Gender Sclence a.nd the Sacred " The -
N I believe that my research 1nterests in the bullt envr—' ;
ronment could help ASLE extend beyond the traditional
canen of American nature writing. I have published sev-.
eral articles on the overlap of nature, literature, and the |
urban scenc. At the 1997 conferénce of the American Stud- "'0“’3 of protest agamst the pollul:mn and degradanon of
ies Association I orgamzed a panel on the 1rnpact of sub- :nature'..postcolomal femmxst amrracxst and mdlgenous '
urban ecologies in American writinig. I have also written
on the role of race in contemporary nature essays. My
- first book focused on the development of landscape ar—
chitecture as both a professronal and-a literary concern.
‘These areas — focused as they-are on the urban and sub-
urhan places that most of our students call home — rep- ‘ _
resent an nn;?ortant and largely un‘tapped field of study for . Thrs pi‘Oj ect will create a orum for crmcal reﬂectmn
_scholars of literature and the environment. As a member i%and scholarly interchange where the: assumpnous “about
" of the ASLE Executive Council I would work to bring. Fynowleds

‘ -;;knowiedge and. the world that shape these movements
these areas more firmly into the organization’s purview. A- “can be. comphcated and contested Our goai is a series of

_'colloqumm or small conference focusing on urba.n nature_ -;.dynaxmc comersaugns Whgre human[sf_s scientists, theo—: )

~would be one way, to accomplish this goal. ' - [ogians and grassroots activists from different culturaland |
My current position on the Exccutive Council of the :naﬁonal ccmtexts can move heyond envu'omnemal crisis” | -

_New England American Studies Association should also . i '

" help to build bridges between ASLE and the American Stud-
ies Association. After much work' ASLE has recently be- ; '
come an Allied Organization of the Modern Language As-

‘ sociation; I see no reason why similar ties could not be
: estabhshed with ASA. I would work to establish such con—
IIBCtIOIlS as a member of the ASLE Council. )

Ecologlcal Conversatlons' |

en’der, Suence _and the Sacred
: At'the Center for the. Study of Women _' Ef
oclety, Umvers:ty o Oregon

% ments have generated theorencaI hngutstxc hterary and
;;‘hlstorlcaI mvestrgatxons of the reli glons and cultural- sym— ik
~bolic meaning: systems and socioeconomic underpmmngs

- j;'of Western eolomz "on and de AL rahzanon of t.he natural' '

f__iAnnouncement'

':: v Umvemty "I'horeau s thwn of Tune An Ontology,

. Metaphysic, and Ethic.” Lawerence Buell ‘Harvard Univer- .

sity, “The’ Egocentrists” Thoreau.” Leo Marx, MIT: “The -

| Egocentrists”, Thoreau.” ‘Dani¢l Peck, Vassar College:~ ,;CSWS@OI‘Cg
"I'horeau s Landscape: Two Visions of Nature Fot mforma—"_ .darkw;ng‘uore gon,eduj-csw‘g/

f uon contact AlfredTauber 3tauber@bu edu, {617) 353—2604 -
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- fore an interesting place for the first e
. British ASLE Sympostum, held in July . {70

_recognition in Britain, and is increas- |

" . dal England which has long been a
'-problem for nature-lovers. here. “The

‘as an event which would send feelers.

ASLE IN ENGLAND REFLECTIONS ON THE BATH SYMPOSIUM

hilis. It grew vcry ‘quickly in the mid-" elghteenth

B ath is a small North- S@merset (:1ty in'a bc)wl of

century, when the Roman spa became a fashion-
" able resort; hence the beautiful uniformity of the old city.

centre,” with its narrow streets and crescents and cireles
of tall eighteenth-century houses. Bath is a city of tour-

. ism, enthusiastically marketed by the local heritage indus-
- try. Nowadays the city is usually full of slow- mowng traffic,
" and has high levels of air pollution. In the early 1990s Bath -
. was the scene of a 1ong battle about the building of a new
by-pass. The road was cut through the shoulder. of
Solsbury Hill, a site of mythic mgmficance Protesters
were dragged out of trees and v1olent1y ev1cted from'
- camps, ' L : :
- ‘Bath d1splays many of the comradlctlons facmg env1—;
' ronmentahsts in Britain. It was there-

more informed by Marxism and social constructionisr,

' more concerned with the comparative exammatmn of dif- -

ferent cultural constructions of ‘nature’. , J
"The first view could be linked with Deep Eco]ouy, the '

second with Social Ecology. The first could be seen as a

North American emphasis, befitting a continent still pos- -
sessed of large areas of ‘wilderness’, the second as a

" European emphams especially characteristic of densely-

populated countries such as Britain. The contrast was de-

_ veloped in an ensuing session which paired Werner Bigell’s’

paper on Calvinist Wilderness in Abbey, Ieﬂ"crs and Bowles -
with Jeremy Hooker’s paper on intense concentrations on - -
small spaces in English nature wrmng an English trad1—'

tion which Hooker callcd ‘difch vision’. Ina later plenary, - L
Kate Soper returncd to this division, 1dcnt1fymg a fault-

line in ecocriticism between wnters

at Bath Spa University College, on a
campus. formerly a country estate
landscaped by ‘Capability’ Brown. -
Ecocriticism s ‘at last gaining some' '

ingly perceived ds anew critical move- _
ment beginning to “break away. from
the association with nostalgia for feu-

‘conference was billed as a launch for
ASLE in Britain, and more tentatively. -

into other European countries. Speak-
ers came from Britain, the USA, Ire-

ASLE President Louise ‘Westling discusses

“Eeocriticism- at the Millennium,”

explormg what Soper called ‘anenvy
. of immanence’ and critics using
- post-structuralist techniques in the
deconstruction and restructuring-of '
" attitudes to nature. '
" There was a general wﬂhngness-
to recognize the seriousness of both
‘approaches. Most people probably
" felt the attractions of both. Soper,
" intriguingly, proposed ecocritical -
readings of mythic traditions--clas-
" sical, christian, Celtic, Norse and
" others--as a way beyond simple di-
chotomy. Mythic stories could pro- -
- vide complex symbols and manifes-. -
tations of contradictory impulses -

_land, ‘Australia, Germany, Italy, Esto-

nia, Canada, Finland, Sweden, Norway and Japan

'Lounise Westling’s opening pienary lecture, .

‘Ecocriticism for the Millennium’, expressed a determi-

) nanon that the new century should not mean the fading of

an ecocriticism too much- 1dent1ﬁed with a fin-de—s1ccle

apocalyptic mood. Westhng presentcd the audJence with

a history of ASLE. She warned ecocritics that their cul-
tural interests must connect w1th campaigns for environ-

‘mental justice, if they are to rebut the charge that
ecocriticism and nature—lovmg are little more than forms

of white middle-class leisure. She then posed one of the

recurring quesnons of the conference. "What sort of ‘rap-
prochement or recognition could there be between two-
sorts of ecocriticism? The first seeks to celcbrate nature
- as a pure category defined by its opposition to culture and
self-consciousness, and to celebrate the experlence of .
immersion in this nature. The second isa viewpoint more. .
* skeptical of ‘nature’ as a separate or explanatory category;

a Bath | held simultaneously. Westling- had

""made similar pomts about Nauve‘ N

: Amenca:n writing, findmg here a practice that - did not
‘polaris¢ absorption and self—c()nscmusness or nature and

culture: quite different from the colonfalist and Romanhci
traditions of self-conscious, exiled yearning for i 1mmanence
The attempt to sum up such a conference meets the

: paradox of its mixture of diversity and common purposc

the quastlon, re_,ally, of whether ecocriticism can be ré:"
garded -as'a single cultural ‘movement’, united in all its -
variety by a common perception of ecological problems.

-Perhaps the most unifying idea to be found (paradoxi-

cally)is the idea of situational ethics. Kate Rigby, of Monash
University, argued that while the cultural emphasis on place
and dwelling might be reactionary and dangerous in a Eu- -
ropean coitext, it-becomes a source of resistance and
emancipation in Australian aboriginal culture: ' ‘
A set of three papers on hunting produced a vivid,.
perplexing encounter. Rupert Hildyard gave an English

analysis of foxhunting as a brutalising institution requiring
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and perpetuating a conservative social structure, and rely-
ing on a spurious notion of continuity between instinctual

genetic codes and codes of language and culture. In con-

trast, Mary Zeiss Stange argued from an American per-
spective that hunting had validity as a way of finding an
unalienated place in' a natural environment. Stange argued

- that if we become hunters W_e cease to be spectators; we
rediscover our position in an eco-system and a food-chain. -
“We face, rather than avo1d the fact that we hve because
- -others die. ,
She suggested that huntmg, at its best, involved a re-'

discovery ‘of instinct, of the body, of places and of ani-

_ mals, contrasting favourably with the alienation and re-

: pression produced by mdusmal society and its methodsf
of food-production. How unfamiliar this argument.
sounded to an English ear: how difficult it was to see how

it might find space in current English debate. Don Garden’s

- papér, adding an Australian perspective, explored the his-

, ‘tory of colonialist attempts to 1mp1ant English conven-
" _tions of hunting in Australia: Some questioners in the au-
dience attempted to ﬁnd a foundational ethical evaluation

of hunting to overcome these dlfferences appealing o '

the principle that pleasure in inflicting pain and fear was
always wrong: an intervention that quickly became en-

- meshed in the sheer leCl‘Slty of the examples cited. -
' Many séssions provided encounters of similar nch-"

ness. Wren Sidhe’s exploranon of masculine desire and

" trauma in English nature writing after.the First World War,

and of lesbian nature writing in the same period as an
alternative model, freeing the erotic in nature writing from .
assoctations with violence, found points of contact both '

in Thomas Rohkramer’s mvesugatlon of the voIkrsch’

- movements in Germany in the same period and in Catnn '
Gersdorf’$ analysis of the érotic in cortemporary nature
- writing by women. Greg Garrard and John Foster sug-
gested that the idea of aesthetic value might be a more
- fruitful and politically effective basis for ecocriticism than
" environmental ethics. Bominic Head of the University of
Central England in Birmingham (about as urban as you

" can get) looked at ecocriticism in ‘a different and more

: unmed;ate context, that of the educational institutions in’ o

Wthh most ecocntlcs work. In Britain, academics in most

fields are under i rnc_reasmg pressure to redefine their teach- N
ing as vocational training serving the requirements of in-

dustry. Head asked how ecocriticism, founded upon a cri-

.tique of the effects and practices of industry, could find
its identity in relation to siich demands. Terry Gifford’s |
paper, on ecocriticism and the creative writing class, was

one attempt to give an account of ecocritical pedagogy

- Among the plenaries, Jonathan Bate made a surpris-
ing retrieval of Jane Austen as a writer of ecocritical inter-
est. He pomted to Austen ] 1ns1stence on the distinction
between mere manners- and cultlvanon an idea whlch

.brirlgs to'gether

" taste; and. the

MacKenzie
traced continu-’

‘themoral mﬂec-
_-t1ons of medi--

‘tions in land--

"Rackham
. amusmgly ex- :
posed some Imsconceptmns about the history of the Brlt—

moral sensibil-
ity, aesthetic

responsible”
husbandry of
land: ~John

ities- between

eval_representa—
tions of land-
‘scape and com-
parable inflec-

scape photogra-
phy. :Oliver

"~ Jonathan Bate, author of The Genius of
Shakespeare, addresses the Bath audience|

ish countryside, arguing that an ecofoglcai sensibility should
always be ready to see local variations and excéptions to

‘general rules. Ros: Coward continued this satirical, skepti- -
" cal note wlth a series of revelations about artifice and de-

ceptions in television wildlife documentaries. In the course
of this unmasking, she showed a clip of a polar bear un-
derwater, which seemed to change the mood for a mo-

ment. The amimal, movmg purposefully; seemed, simulta-

neously to be powerful vulnerable in its preoccupat:on :
_and unawareness of our gaze, and trapped like a zoo ani- " -

mal in its square ‘of screen. It generated, for. that moment,

.an excess of meamng, both pleasurable and dlsconcert-
_ing. As did the whole conference.: -

We concluded with a walk on the Dorset chffs and

_ the ﬁrst meetmg of ASLE UK Watch this space

.'Rlchard Kerndge and Greg Garrard Barh Spa Umversuy
h College
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ASLE News

S TORIES IN THE LAND‘ A VITAL NEW
MODEL FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
' FROM THE ORION SOCIETY B

"Much contemporary envrronmental education has

turned ‘its back -on nature—wchoosmg indoor lab experi- :
- ‘ments and case studies of faraway places over the woods

and fields. and vacant lots near schools. Yet the best learti-
ing takes place when students expenence the material

- firsthand,gaining. 1ns1ght and mak:lng connechons ona .|

personal level. : : :
" The Orion Society announces the second volurie in

their Nature Literacy Series: Stories in the Land: A Place- :

Based Environmental Education Anthology.

WIH be held at Westem"Mlchtgdn Unzversm/ _; T

- '.Wafch your mailbox for a defatled CFP g

; The Thlrd Blenntoi Conference of -
.. The- Assocuahon for the Study ¢ of
Literature ond Enwronment e

“What T0' MAKE OF A DIMINISHEDTHING‘ R
PhESEn\mﬂou, RESTORATEON, COOPERATIDN

June 3-6 199

E1ght years were spent developmg models for place- N

"based env1ronmenta1 education, workmg with some of -

the best teachérs in the country to fashion cross disci-
plinary studxes of their local environments.

'Stories presents curriculum stoties from. 12 of these' _
_ teachers, including step-by-step des_c_npnons of t_he most .
 successful classroom- and field-tested activities. From
-inner-city Phlladeiphra to rural New Mexico, the examples A
* provided in this book are adaptable to a wide variety of

teaching environments—combining hterature science,

history, ‘arid, the arts to yleld a hohsuc enhvened local-'

curriculum.

With an introduction by Stones in the Land Du‘ector '
. John Elder, who the New York szes_Magazme dubbed-
 the “guru of environmental education,” and a host of use- -
“ful resources and references, this second volume of The

Orion Society’s Nature L1teracy Series is an ideal resource
for those working to change the face of environmental

education to reflect the narural and human commumtles 3

of the places where we live.

"~ The Nature Literacy ! Series offer 1deas and strategles )
for effective and informed environmental education, The_
Orion Socrety is an environmental education organization, .

an award-winning publisher of Orion Magazme and Orion

-~ Afield, and a communications and support network for
grassroots environmental and community organizations. -

across North America, Its work covers ‘a broad spec-

trum, including summer teaching insti'tu'tes reading tours,

conferences and model classroom programs;

.. Stories in the Land can be ordered directly from The
Onon Society for $8 plus $2 shipping and handling. For
information about The. Orion Society or the Nature Lit-
 eracy Series, or to placé an order for Stones in the Land, = -
“write-to: 195 Main St., Great Barrmgton MA 01230 or
orion @orionsociety.org. Morg mformatlon on this ard -
- other Orion Societypublications - -and programs can be

found our our websne WWW. orlonsoc1ety org '

Q:dlSCDullt Ioff the $95 retall cost] when the book is ]
“ordered dzrectly fr 341 the’ pubhsher before the end of {
1 :1998 For more mformatlon wutetoPltzroy Dearborn.’ o
: Pubhshers 30 East Walton Street; Chicago, IL 60611

_;'Or contact the wehsne WWW. ﬁtzroydearborn eom, - -
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